Page 2B THE TOWNS COUNTY HERALD December 29, 2021

Towns County Sports

www.townscountyherald.net « E-mail: tcherald@windstream.net

Towns County’s Leader In Sports

Indians Basketball spllts at Banks County ahead of Battle of the States

By Jeremy Foster
Towns County Herald
Staff Writer

Homer - On Tuesday,
Dec. 21, the Towns County
Indians and Lady Indians trav-
eled away to play Banks County
High School in the lead-up to
the highly anticipated Battle of
the States Christmas Tournament
taking place Dec. 28-30 at Towns
County High.

The Lady Indians were up
first against Banks to hopefully
gain some last-minute momen-
tum before the big tournament,
and while it was a very close
game throughout with an im-
proved offensive and defensive
outing from the ladies, they
ultimately lost 70-41.

“We did some good things
throughout the game, but turn-
overs hurt us down the stretch,”
Girls Head Coach Shea Taylor
said.

Junior Sarah Shook led
in scoring with 21 points and 5
assists. Freshman Kaleigh Bea-
ver had 8 points and 8 rebounds
for the night. Sophomore Laura
Mauldin had 6 points and 10 re-
bounds and continues to be a
strong rebounder for the team.

“We are going to keep

Junior Tabitha Barnes (L) and senior Kyle Oakes (R) lead Towns County basketball into this week’s Battle of the States. Photos/Todd Forrest

working going into Battle of
the States and hope to surprise
some people in January,” Coach
Taylor said.

Next up at Banks, the boys
were in action to get some final
power and confidence before
the Christmas tournament this
week.

The first quarter saw 6
points and 1 free throw made

by senior Collin Crowder, 2
points from sophomore Connor
Chastain, and 2 points from
sophomore Zane Floyd, and
the score was tied at the end of
the first.

Coming out more aggres-
sive in the second quarter, senior
Kyle Oakes scored on a success-
ful free throw, Crowder gained
6 more points, and Floyd netted

NASCAR 2021

3 points along with three free
throws to leave the Indians ahead
by 4 points at halftime.

More determination and
focus shone through in the third
quarter, as sophomore Tanner
Cunningham gained his first 2
points of the game, Crowder
attained 6 more points plus four
free throws, and Floyd again
connected with the basket for 2

Ty Dillon will drive the
No. 42 Chevrolet for Petty GMS
Racing in the 2022 NASCAR
Cup season. It’s a new team,
new car, and new teammate, Erik
Jones. After four seasons driving
in the Cup Series for Germain
Racing, Dillon entered 2021 sit-
ting on the sidelines after the
organization closed its doors. He
ended up putting together a 16-
race schedule of Cup, Xfinity and
Truck races.

Dillon, 29, said the time
away provided an opportunity to
reevaluate his motivation for rac-
ing and in turn renewed his pas-
sion to compete.

“I grew up in this sport and
for a long time I always knew
what I was going to do the next
year until this year I had nothing,
and on my own, I had to kind of
figure it out,” he said. “I would
get a couple races here and cou-
ple races there. There were a lot
of weekends I wasn’t at the race
track and sitting at home.

“I realized what my moti-
vation for racing was —it’s not the
same as what it was when I was
younger. I put my worth into the
results on the scoreboard every
week, week-in and week-out and
emotionally that’s really hard to
do at the top level (of NASCAR).
There are so many factors that go
into it. I also put my worth into
what everyone thought of me.

“When you sit back and
you don’t have it, you realize
what you really miss about it and
for me it was the opportunity to
go to work every day to hone in
on a craft. The work, the effort,
the process of being a top-level
NASCAR driver — that’s my real
motivation. Results will come
and go. So, I’'m just hungry in a
different way and motivated in a
deeper and truer way.”

While Dillon’s four sea-
sons with Germain Racing in
Cup netted only a pair of top-five
and six top-10 finishes, includ-
ing a career-best finish of third
at Talladega in 2020, he has no
regrets over his tenure.

“With respect to Germain
Racing, we put together the best
effort we could every single
week with a great group of guys
that worked really hard,” Dillon
continued.

In just two days of testing
at Charlotte this week, his first
at a track as part of a two-car
team — Dillon can already see a
much different landscape when it
comes to on-track competition.

“The first couple of tests
we were just figuring out the
components on the car and kind
of working through some quality

By Gerald Hodges/the Racing Reporter

Ty Dillon getting another chance

Ty Dillon
control issues there. Now we’re
focused on speed and racing,” he
continued. “Having this second
opportunity in my career, [’'m ab-
solutely full of gratitude to have
it because not many people get
it. I’ve seen the other side of not
racing.”
$1-MILLION TO TURN
L.A. COLISEUM INTO

ARACE TRACK

NASCAR’S first race of
2022 (non-points) will be held on
a temporary asphalt track being
built on top of the football field
at the L.A. Memorial Coliseum.
The price to pull it off has been
estimated at over $1 million.

NASCAR Vice President
of Marketing Services Patrick
Rogers confirmed the figure
ahead of the start of construction
this week.

The pavement will cover
the entire infield of the historic
stadium and provide a quarter-
mile track that will host prac-
tice and races, during the Busch
Light Clash at the Coliseum over
the weekend of Feb 6-7.

While the price may sound
high for a disposable track, Bris-
tol Motor Speedway CEO Mar-
cus Smith told the Associated
Press that his venue spent $2 mil-
lion to convert it to a dirt surface
for the spring race held there this
year.

It’s also not the first time a
paved track has been built at the
Coliseum. The Stadium Super
Trucks series laid down asphalt
on part of the infield for an event
in 2013.

PROGRESS AT NASHVILLE

Speedway  Motorsports,
owner of Bristol Motor Speed-
way have reached an agree-
ment in principle with Nashville
Mayor John Cooper on a deal to
renovate and operate the historic

Nashville Fairgrounds
way.

But there are many other
pieces that must fit together be-
fore NASCAR Cup Series racing
returns to the historic 0.56-mile
track.

It has taken four years to
get to this point, and it likely will
take until 2024 or later for a Cup
race at a facility where NASCAR
Cup drivers last raced in 1984.

The announcement ap-
peared designed to boost public
support for the Speedway Motor-
sports plan, in which the idea is
not to use dollars from the gen-
eral fund but instead have 30-
year revenue bonds finance the
renovation, paid off by rent pay-
ments, user fees/taxes on tick-
ets, sponsorship agreements and
event revenue.

Costs could be $100 mil-
lion or more the track has been
in operation since 1904 and is in
need of extensive work to bring
it to NASCAR national series
standards with the exact finan-
cials likely to be released soon.

The financial agreement
is being vetted by a consultant,
and pending the consultant’s ap-
proval, The Nashville Board of
Fair Commissioners must ap-
prove the deal. Even before then,
the Metro Council must fill the
two current openings on the five-
member board.

Any proposal won’t go
to the fair board until early in
2022.

If the deal passes, it could
take another 18 months for the
renovations, which include re-
surfacing the entire track and re-
building the grandstands to seat
30,000.

Finally, where would a
Cup date come from? Speedway
Motorsports agreed last month to

Speed-

pay $135.5 million to buy Dover
Motorsports, which owns Dover
Speedway as well as Nashville
Superspeedway, a 1.33-mile con-
crete oval about 35 miles from
the city.

Neither Nashville facility
would have more than 40,000
seats, and the fact they are two
very different tracks gives cre-
dence to the idea that there could
be two Cup races in Nashville.

NASCAR has a four-year
deal through 2024 to race Cup at
Nashville Superspeedway,though
as the track operator, Speedway
Motorsports likely could end that
deal early if it wanted.

Speedway  Motorsports
controls 15 Cup dates. It owns
Atlanta (two Cup dates), Bristol
(two), Charlotte (two), Dover
(one), Las Vegas (two), Nashville
(one), New Hampshire (one),
Sonoma (one), Texas (two, in-
cluding all-star) and the lease to
have a Cup race at Circuit of the
Americas. The company, owned
by Bruton Smith and his family,
also is looking into revitalizing
North Wilkesboro (North Caro-
lina) Speedway, which it owns.

Can Speedway Motor-
sports take a race from Atlanta,
where it is trying to get approval
for an entertainment complex
and casino, or one of its Texas
events, where certain tax incen-
tives make having three races
financially beneficial?

Those are questions that
still need to be answered, though
not immediately. A lot of work
remains before the green flag
waves again for NASCAR major
series at the historic facility.

Racing Joke: Jeff was in
the middle of a deep sleep, when
his wife nudged him and said, “I
can’t sleep. I keep thinking there
is a mouse under the bed.”

Jeff thought for a moment,
and said, “Start thinking there is
a cat under the bed and get back
to sleep.”

Racing Trivia Question:
Alan Kulwicki died on April 1,
1993, as a result of a plane crash
while traveling to a race at Bris-
tol. What year did he win his only
Cup Series championship?

Last Week’s Question:
How many NASCAR Cup Se-
ries championships did Lee
Petty win? Answer. He was NA-
SCAR’s first three-time cham-
pion, winning the tile in 1954,
1958, and 1958.

Gerald Hodges/the Rac-
ing Reporter is a syndicated
NASCAR writer and author. You
may e-mail him at: hodges@
race500.com.

points and a 3-pointer.

“Towns County exploded
in the third quarter and stretched
out the lead to hold a nearly 20-
point lead for the remainder of the
game,” Boys Head Coach Brian
Hunnicutt said.

The fourth quarter saw
more dominance and control
from the Indians. Junior Grant
Ingram earned his first points

with a free throw, Cunningham
had four free throws and 4 points,

Oakes scored 2, Crowder made 8
points, and Floyd hit for 2 points
and two free throws, leading to a
64-49 victory at the conclusion
of the game.

“I am very proud of the
boys’ effort tonight,” Hunnicutt
said. “They played great defen-
sively, and we really clamped
down on a good offensive team.

“Our offense was patient
against their zone, and Kyle
picked it apart with his uncanny
court vision. Zane and Collin
stepped up again offensively,
while Tanner and Connor hit the
boards extremely well. Connor
drew a couple of charges again.
All around a great effort.

“We are going to enjoy a
few days off to celebrate Christ-
mas, and then go and try to win
Battle of the States next week.”

The Battle of the States
Tournament is coming back to
Towns County High School
Dec. 28-30, starting at 10 a.m.
each day, with Towns scheduled
to begin their first games of the
tourney at 7 p.m. opening night.

Visit www.town-
scountyathletics.com for a com-
plete season schedule and Battle
of the States brackets.

g

2021 97t Annual
CHRISTMAS TOURNAMENT ~
BATTLE..; +%.STATES

GIRLS
CONSOLATION BRACKET DAY 1 WINNERS BRACKET
12/28/21
Polk County, TN
DAY 2 DAY 2
12/29/21 | ; 10:00 AM |12/29/21

DAY 3

East Forsyth, GA

DAY 3

5 10:00 AM 7 4:00PM
12/30/21 Strom Thurmond, SC 12/30/21
2 1:00 PM
Rabun Co., GA
9
10:00 AM 12 7:00 PM
- CHAMPION [T
M”rghé NC
3 4:00 PM
Coosa, GA
6 1:00 PM & T00PM
Pendleton, SC
4 7:00 PM
i Towns Co., GA  —
10
1:00 PM 11 4:00PM Pl
W6 Bouom Team in Bracket is Home Team and Will Wear White Uniforms LB
2021 97 Annual
BATTLE.:5. STATES W
EC 268-29-30, 2021
BOYS
CONSOLATION BRACKET DAY 1 'WINNERS BRACKET
12/28/21
Polk County, TN
DAY 2 DAY 2
12/29/21 | 1 1130am |12/29/21
East Forsyth, GA
DAY3 |5 1130 AM 7 530 PM DAY 3
12/30/21 Strom Thurmond, SC 12/30/21
2 2:30 PM
Rabun Co., GA
-_—19 11:30 AM 12 8:30 PM p—
CHAMPION
Murphy, NC
3 5:30 PM
Coosa, GA
6 2:30 PM & 830PM
Pendleton, SC
4 8:30 PM
W Towns Co., GA u
10
=1 230PM 11 5:30PM 'Tn

W6 Bottom Team in Bracket is Hame Team and Will Wear White Uniforms L8





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType true
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


